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A NOTE ON THE EELATIVE ("#«). 

By Pbofessob A. H. Satce, D. D., 

Oxford, Eng. 



The suggestion that "ItJ^t is * ne construct of a substantive corresponding to 
the Assyrian asru and Aramaic *)J"IX i s n °t due to Dr. Hommel, as is supposed 
in Hebeaica, April, 1885, but is to be found in Miihlau & Volck's Hebrew Lex- 
icon, and had been previously made by myself in my Assyrian Grammar for 
Comparative Purposes (1872). I there supported it by the analogy of the Chinese, 
where so place has become a relative pronoun. The chief argument in its favor 
is this : — 

The Assyrian asru and Aramaic '"thar imply that Hebrew also once 
possessed a substantive "|{J^, meaning "place," and the most probable cause 
which can be assigned for its apparent disappearance is that it came to be used 
with another signification. Prof. Brown's etymology is phonetically inadmissible. 
He would find it hard to produce any other instances of a " pleonastic " r at the 
end of a word either in Hebrew or in any other language where the trilled r is 
pronounced, while the prosthetic vowel in Hebrew presupposes a double conso- 
nant at the beginning of a word. The Phoenician relative pronoun 5J>X is JJ^J<, 
which is already written JJ>$$ in the Siloam inscription. 



